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What
Global Supply Chainis the



Not too long ago, most people rarely traveled more than 
a few miles from where they were born. Nowadays, 
people from far way can share and trade the goods they 
make and like best, like toy batteries or talking robots. 
This balanced network of trading things we need 
between countries is called the global supply chain.

What happens when one part of the chain gets stuck? Like if 
the country making toy batteries can’t get them fast enough 
to the country making the talking robots? You guessed it! 
Everything … slows … down.

Right now, that’s exactly what’s happening with the world’s 
supply chain. Why?

Our supply chain relies on a system of moving parts that all 
need to work together smoothly in order to get products to 
our store shelves. Imagine you’re running out the door to get 
to a birthday party on time, and suddenly the road you need 
     to take is closed. Now you have to drive all the way around 
            town, and you’re 15 minutes late! See how one little 
                   thing can throw o� an entire plan?

What happens?

You guessed it!



Instead of making 100 chess sets and then waiting for people to buy 
them, in the past few years, more companies wait to make goods until 
after a customer orders them. This means fewer leftovers that don’t get 
sold, but it also means companies need to get all their building supplies 
fast if they want happy customers.

Ships, planes, and trains are 
expensive, and the companies that 
make them haven’t made more in a 
long time. So even when there’s been 
a big rush of goods and supplies to 
ship, there haven’t been enough 
extra ships to carry them.

Factories, trucking companies, shipping ports, and other important 
parts of the supply chain have been struggling to attract new 
workers for years. (Since coronavirus, it’s only gotten harder.) That 
means less truck drivers, train operators, cargo handlers, and 
others who help move the supply chain along.O
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Last-minute production

Getting from here to there

Here are a few of the reasons things have
slowed down in the global supply chain:

Less workers



N
ew

 Problem
s

When the coronavirus pandemic began in early 2020, many factories 
in Asia shut down and couldn’t produce supplies that other countries 
needed. This was the first thing that slowed down the supply chain.

Also in March of 2020, a big cargo ship called the 
Ever Given got stuck in the Suez Canal. For six 
days, no ships could pass through this important 
waterway that connects Asia and Europe. Believe 
it or not, we’re still catching up 18 months later!

In order to protect, track, load and unload products we ship, countries send 
standard-size containers back and forth. But when boats were stuck last 
year, the US couldn’t send containers back to Asia. Meanwhile, in China 
workers were going back to factories and there were supplies to ship — but no 
containers! When things are hard to get, they often become more expensive. 

Factories closed

The case of the Ever Given

The price of a container

Shipping Container Singapore-to-Los Angeles:
February 2020: $1,600     |     November 2021: $20,000

The high price of containers has made everything more expensive and harder to get.

Stuck at home, Americans started online shopping like never 
before! Companies and factories suddenly scrambled to produce 
and ship an enormous amount of goods quickly in a system that 
already wasn’t working so well. 

Then everyone went shopping



The
Anatomy

Shipping
Container

of a

20 ft long

8.5 ft 
high

8.5 ft 
wide

To calculate the volume of this container, we must 
multiply the length, width and height together.

20 feet x 8 feet x 8.5 feet  = 1,360 cubic feet



Warehouse

But 
wait!

The actual volume of a 20-foot shipping 
container is closer to 1,172 cubic feet.

Each wall of the container is a little less than 3 inches thick, so that 
takes away space from the overall volume inside the container. 

Enough to hold:

     200 full-size mattresses

     50-60 refrigerators

     48,000 bananas

     400 flat-screen TVs

     5,000 pairs of shoes

So, how big is 1,172 cubic feet? 



Today, about 90% of global trade is shipped by sea.
About 70% of all these goods are shipped in containers.

Our largest cargo ships can hold up to 
24,000 shipping containers. 

Shipping
Numbers

by the



As of early November 2021, there were 73 container 
ships waiting to unload at the Port of Los Angeles.

If you laid out all the containers on these stuck ships
end to end, they would stretch about 3,000 kilometers, 
from Los Angeles to Chicago!



Some solutions!

Longer hours
By allowing the Port of Los Angeles to stay 
open 24 hours a day, the US has tried to 
ease some of the backlog.

Hefty fees
In order to encourage ships to leave 
on time, many ports are charging 
fines of $100 if ships linger too long. 



We’re hiring
Manufacturing companies are trying to attract 
newer, younger workers by using new technology, 
and o�ering employees more opportunities to 
learn and grow on the job.

Order early
Customers everywhere are being 
encouraged to order things early 
(especially holiday presents!) to 
make sure they arrive on time.  



Write your return address on top. That way they can 
write you back! Then write the address where your 
letter is headed below.

Start with a greeting! Nicely address the person 
you’re writing to in the upper left hand corner.

Introduce yourself and explain why you are 
writing a letter.

Close with a friendly word or phrase like “Sincerely” 
or “Yours truly” before signing your name. 

How would you fix the global supply chain?

Dear Mr. President...
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Letter writing tips!



Print out and hand write your letter to the White House.

Scan it or take a photo, and email it to submissions@kidstir.com.

We’ll pack up all your Kidstir club letters, send them in a big 
bundle to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue!
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Instructions:

Sophia Jones
123 Happy Street, 

Anytown, USA

President Joe Biden
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW Washington DC, 20500

Dear Mr. President,

How are you? My name is Sophia and I’m 

writing because I want to help you send boxes 

across the ocean faster. My idea is ...

Yours truly,
Sophia
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What’s on your table?

Cook, learn, & share
@kidstir #kidstirchallenge

www.kidstir.com


